BY HIS MAIESTIES 


C ounſeil for Vi da Cen 


A BRIEFE DE: 


CLARATION OF 


the preſent ſtate ofthings inVirginiaand | 


of a Diuiſton to be now made, of ſome part 
| of thoſe Lands in our aFuall poſſeſion,as well 


to all ſuch as have aduentured their 
' monyes, as al{o-to thoſe that 
_ are Pleyeers th - - 


Hen firſt it Mleaſed C God 


to moue his MaizsT1Es 


of ſundry his louing Sub- 
Le iefts, to yeeld vnto them 
JW his gracious Priuiledge 


; tion, it was a thing ſee- 
ming ea e 4 doubtfull i in the cyc of the 
World, that ſach and ſo few VYnder-takers 


[nouis enterpriſe a charge of that waight , as 
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minde, at the humble ſuit - 


LY tor the Yirgimia Planta- . 
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rather belted a whole State and Common- 
wealth to take in hand. But ſuch was the ſuc- | 
. ceſſe of heir ſundry attempts, in the happy + 
diſcouery bf ſo goodly a. Land , the Deſcrip- © 
_ tion of which, tor the excellencie of the Cli- 
\ mate and fertilitie thereof, had ſoone obray- 
| ned to lay ſuch an aſſured ground of future 
hopes, +n*the lence and; vnderſtanding of All 
men rightly weighing it, that not long atrer, 
het new: Letrers Parcars,with more araple pri- 
uiledos. race by his Mateſtie', were almoſt 
Ailled wich\many hundred Nanaes Loth Ho- 
nourable,and others of all ſorts, that'gauc their 
. hands tid conſent'to farther and vphoid that 
honourable action. 
Vpon which encouragement of ſo many 
W Patrons, the Companie very deepe- 
.'I' igaged themſelues, in- ſending Men and 
Ships, Cartle, and all kinde of prouiſions, with 
|  Goneraours and Gaptaincs for peace and war, 
inſbajuch as no earthly meanes ſeemed then. 
wanting for the ſpeedy reducing of thar barba- 
rqus Nation, and ſauage veople,t tO a quiet Chri- 
{tian Cormmon-weaith. 

But ſuch was the will of Almighty God. as 
the world well knoweth, that this oreat hope 
and preparation, by many diſaſters on Sea and 

Land, (09. [long ro be wicre recited, was in a 
manner C:einc deteared,and there onely remai- 
ned a poore remnant of ti aoſe Men and Wo- 

FH men, 
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(3) 
men, Cattle and proviſions, thar ofedid eh”: <7 
dinger/and which are now eaniayning chere 

to rayſe: and build vp that intended Colonie. 
* - Which when thoſe Gentlemen thaduenturer 
| kereſaw; and that the cope of ſo peat) a 
preparation brought nothing home but" ad- 
werle faccefle and bad reports , they-for the 
moſt part withdrew themlelues, in- deſpaire of _ 
the enterprize, and {o gaue it ouer, not endu- 
ring to repayre-the runes, nor to fas ply what 
themſelues had vnderwritten, to' difeharge the 
foes; engagement , whereinto the Company 
was drawne by their encouragement. | - pan 
= By whole vnconſtancieand irrefoletion, the =. 
| hopeofthar Plantation , together with the lives | 
_ of our people there, had then vtterly periſhed, 
had nor Gods ſecret purpole - beene more 
ſtrongly fixed to vphold the ſame, by ſtirring 
vp the mindes and - vndaunted fpirits of a very. 
ſmall remnant of conſtant Aduenturers, that. 
with Sir Thomas Smith (their Treaſurer and Go- 
aernour from che beginning) in all thar time of 
three yeares diſaſter , were neuer diſcouraged, 
* norwithdrew themſe! ues from weekely Court 
and meetings, yeelding their purſes, credit nd A 
counſel, from time to time, to make new ſup- 
Plies, een LESUOIY proporgen, tO vpbold 
_ the Plantation. - 
: Infomuch as by-the'f mourable-aififtance of 
God.who't in his 0 owne wiſgome.doth oftentimes. 
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+, | Goates and Poultry in great numbers , every 


s 

; effect ths oreatelt ends by weakeſt meanes, it is 

- | now come to paſſe, that our Engliſh Colonie 
| thire, ſubliſteth in a very good ahd proſperous 

i - condition : They ſow and reape their Cornein 
| ſufficient proportion without wat or impeach- 
ment; their \Kine multiply aiready to ſome 


hurdreds,their Swine to many thouſands,their 


man hath houſe and ground to his owne vie, 
and now being able to maintaine themſchues 
with food, they are alſo prepared and ready , 
once having the meanes, to ſet vpon the Mine- 
| rals, whereof there are many ſorts ; as allo to 
\plantand ſow ſach ſeuerall kindes of Secds and 
| *|Fruits,as may beſt befit the Soyle and Climate, 

\  |to make the Land profitable to themlelues and * 
 |th'Aduenturers. 
This being a true Relation of the preſent 

ſtate and hope of things in.V1ikec1N1 A, wee 
thought good in this thort manner to mention 
it by the way, as well to giue thoſe worthy Go- 
 pernours4n ViRGINi a their deſerued praiſe,for + 
 thevnſpeakable paines and hazzard which they 
| haue endured there, in framing the people and 
| Plantation:to ſo Pappy a torme, as allo ro'with- 
raw the deſpayting thoughts of {uch old rety- 


| red Aduenturers, that make no other reckon- 
ing, but whatſoeuer hath beene ſpent vpon the 
4 ameofV 1s 61x41 a tobe oft and caſt aways 

: 1c ipeciall med of this our r Publication, 
2h being 
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| beingtoanother end,which for the further ſati(- 
fying ofall reaſonable minded, wee will now in 


tew words deliuer. = 


It was publiſhed to the world, about ſeauen 


yeares {ince,and the time is now expired, whete- 
11 weepromiled to cauſe a Diuident to be made 


of the Lands in Yirgrnia, as well to euery mans 
perſon that went himſelte to the Plantation, as 
to euery particular man that had aduentured 


Andin as muchas wearenow by the Natives 
liking and conſent, in auall poflethon of a 


_ greatpart of the Country, the other part not _ 


as yet freed from encomber of woods and 


trees,nor throughly ſuruayed,whereby to make 


a Diuident of the whole: yet of that part which 
is now fit for Plantation , we-intend God wil- 
ling to beginne a preſent Diniſfion by Lot to 


_ every man that hath already aduentured his 
mony or perion,foreuery ſingle ſhare oftwelue 
pound tenne ſhillings, fifty Acres of Land, till 


further opportunitie will afford to diuide the 


reſt, which we doubt not will bring at leaſt two. 
hundred Acres to euery lingle {hare.. 


This Diuiſion is intended to be done Dy 4 


© new Gouernour with Commiſhoners and Sur- 
.veyers to be ſent from hence to ioyne with 


ethcrs that are there already,to giue eucry man 
his Lot in due proportion, according to ſuch 


AJ. indifferent 
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W.-M 
_ ar indifferent Directions as all be given chern 1 in 
=_ - Clarge, 

And foraſmuch as this a of fehding 1 
Gouernor with Commiitoncrs a! 1da Suruayor, 
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= \ with Men,Ships,and ſundry prouitionz,forfor- 
> N  tifications bd other occaitons, as all mer'may 
1, + © conceive, cannot bee effected without -great 
_ |. Ore and Expence to the Company;it is there- | 
'  __- - forethought requilite, and derermined, that fo 
>. many Aduenturers as will partake of this firſt 


Diuident, fhall preſent their Names, with their 
_. number of {hares,intoa Bouke oem ayning at Sir 
Thomas Smithstot that purpoſe, before the 25. 
of 1une next. _ 
And they {hall alſo promite vnder r their hands, 
to contribute to the ſaid charge, the ſumme of 


_ : twelue pound ten {nillings, ro be! paid with- 
2 -  .inone Moneth after Subſcription, whether his 
Lk  ſ{haresbemoreorlelle, except any man {hall be 


pleaſed ro aduenture more, and for which 
twelue pou nd ten {hillings or more it hee will) 
he {hall aiſo haue a turther Diuident of land in 
proportios, as for all other his monies formerly 
aduentured. But for ſuch as are not able to la 
downepreſent monie,if they {haildeſirefauour, 
. it isagreed tor them , that the Treaſurer may _ 

receiue the one halfe af their {aid aduenture in q 
preſent money, after their vnderwriting, to fur- 


nilh out the thips, and the other haife | ar xe 
Moneths after that. 
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And that no man may hereafter excuſe him- 
felte by ignorance, nor taxe the Company for 
_ concealing their purpoſe, wedeclare toall men, 
that this preſent Diuilion is to be onely in the 
Lands lying along the Kings River on: both 


_. Hides, andallabout the new Townes erected; it 


which ſo many as thall giue in their names as 
atoreſ{aid, may haue their parts, and thoſe that 
will not,may at their pleaſure forbearetill here- 
after,to take their Loc vpon the ſame tearmes 
1n p}aces Moreremore. Sn. 
The Names of all ſuch as will partake of this 
Diuident, {hall beginenin writing to the Com- 
mithoners before they poe hence, at whole re. - 
turne they (hall bring withthem a perte&t Map 
and Deſcription of the ſaid lands and ground 
dinided, that euery man may ſee and know in 
what conditionand where his land lyeth, that 
accordingly he may diſpole thereof ar his plea- 
_ſure,eyther by going himfelte in perſon to pol-. 
 ſefleit, or by ſending families to manure it for 
yearely rent, or for halfe the cleare profits as 
many others doe. _ T 
And farthermore,euery mans portion allot- 
red to him, ſhall be confirmed as ſtate of inhe- : 
ritance to him and his' heyres for euer, with 
bounds and limits vnder the Companies Seaie, 
to be holden of his Matieſtie,as of his Manour 
of Eaſt Greenwich, in Socage Tenure , and notin 
_ Capite,according to his Matefties gracious Let- 
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_. ters Patents already granted to the Vixen a 


Company in'that behaite. = al 
And notwithſtanding, as we hope; the chiefe 


brunt and doubt of that Plantation 15 now ouer- 


paſt, whereof to their great charge and hazzard 
the old Aduenturers haue endured the moſt dif- 


-ficult part, and might therefore juſtly appropri- 


ate this preſent Diuident to themſelues, yet at 
the motion and delire of many Gentlemen and 


others, intending to be new aduenturers,it is re- 
ſvlued and granted by the Company, that all 

new Aduenturers, ſubſcribing and performing - 
the conditions before mentioned, for twelue 
.. poundtenne ſhillings, or more, {hall partake in 


proportion as treeiy in this preſent Diuident, 
and in any other priuiledge and free- 
__ domein Visceinta, as if with the 
. old Aduenturers they had 
| been partakers from 
the beginning. FOIPP 7 
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